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Introduction

THE BOOK OF 2KINGS
The ancient Jews viewed the four books of Joshua ,, Judges , Samuel and Kings as a collective group of historical books called the "Former Prophets." They record the history of Israel from the time of the Conquest until the Babylonian Captivity. It is generally agreed that the final compiling and editing of the Old Testament took place during the time of Ezra the scribe, soon after the Jews returned from Babylonian Captivity. A. A. Anderson suggests that the subsequent division of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles into two books each probably took place during the period when the Alexandrian Jews translated the Hebrew Bible into Greek, which took place several centuries before Christ, noting that the LXX collected Samuel and Kings into one unit under the common title Kingdoms or Reigns, which was divided into four books. (T. R. Hobbs suggests these divisions are "somewhat arbitrary," being based upon the amount of text that cound fit upon the standard size of an ancient scroll. 46]) However, Anderson notes that the Samuel scroll of Qumran, which is among the Dead Sea scrolls, suggests that the book of Samuel formed a single unit in these sacred Hebrew texts in Palestine. 47] Anderson believes the Masoretic text testifies to a period prior to the two-division of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles with its Masoretic note at 1 Samuel 28:24 notes the half way point of 1-2Samuel. 48] Ralph Klein says the Hebrew bible first introduced these divisions "with the First Rabbinic Bible of 1517." 49] These divisions later became standard in the Hebrew bible as well as the English bible.

46] T. R. Hobbs, 2 Kings , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 13, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), xix.
47] A. A. Anderson, 2 Samuel , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 11 , eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), xxv.
48] Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, eds. A. Alt, O. Eifelt, P. Kahle, and R. Kittle (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelstiftung, c 1967-77), 1 Samuel 28:24.
49] Ralph Klein says, "This division between 1,2Samuel was introduced into the Hebrew Bible with the First Rabbinic Bible of 1517. Subsequent to its use in the Second Rabbinic Bible of 1524/1525 the division into two books has become standard." See Ralph W. Klein, 1 Samuel , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 10, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), xxv.
Perhaps under the influence of the LXX, which serves as the earliest witness, the early Church appears to have adopted the two-fold divisions of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles. Although the books of 1,2Samuel are properly one book, as are 1and 2Kings, 1,2Chronicles, the English Bible follows these two-fold divisions from the Vulgate, which followed the LXX. We can refer to the early Church fathers to see how this came about. Eusebius (A.D 260 to 340) gives us the testimony of Melito (A.D. d. c 190), bishop of the parish in Sardis, who said that when he went to land of Palestine he found that the four books of Samuel and Kings were called 1, 2, 3, and 4Kings and that Chronicles was divided into two books.

"Accordingly when I went East and came to the place where these things were preached and done, I learned accurately the books of the Old Testament, and send them to thee as written below. Their names are as follows: Of Moses, five books: Genesis ,, Exodus ,, Numbers ,, Leviticus , Deuteronomy; Jesus Nave, Judges , Ruth; of Kings, four books; of Chronicles, two; the Psalm of David, the Proverbs of Song of Solomon , Wisdom also, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , Job; of Prophets, Isaiah , Jeremiah; of the twelve prophets, one book; Daniel ,, Ezekiel , Esdras. From which also I have made the extracts, dividing them into six books." Such are the words of Melito." (Ecclesiastical History 42614) 50]

50] Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 206.
Eusebius also records the testimony of Origen (A.D 185 to 254), who tells us that 1,2Samuel was handed down by the Jews as one book entitled "Samuel," that 1,2Kings was one book entitled "The Kingdom of David," and that 1,2Chronicles was one book entitle "Records of Days."

"When expounding the first Psalm , he gives a catalogue of the sacred Scriptures of the Old Testament as follows: "It should be stated that the canonical books, as the Hebrews have handed them down, are twenty-two; corresponding with the number of their letters." Farther on he says: "The twenty-two books of the Hebrews are the following: That which is called by us Genesis , but by the Hebrews , from the beginning of the book, Bresith, which means, "In the beginning"; Exodus , Welesmoth, that Isaiah , "These are the names"; Leviticus , Wikra, "And he called"; Numbers , Ammesphekodeim; Deuteronomy , Eleaddebareim, "These are the words"; Jesus, the son of Nave, Josoue ben Noun; Judges and Ruth , among them in one book, Saphateim; the First and Second of Kings, among them one, Samouel, that Isaiah , "The called of God"; the Third and Fourth of Kings in one, Wammelch David, that Isaiah , "The kingdom of David"; of the Chronicles, the First and Second in one, Dabreiamein, that Isaiah , "Records of days"; Esdras, First and Second in one, Ezra , that Isaiah , "An assistant"; the book of Psalm , Spharthelleim; the Proverbs of Song of Solomon , Me-loth; Ecclesiastes , Koelth; the Song of Songs (not, as some suppose, Songs of Songs), Sir Hassirim; Isaiah , Jessia; Jeremiah , with Lamentations and the epistle in one, Jeremia; Daniel , Daniel; Ezekiel , Jezekiel; Job , Job; Esther , Esther. And besides these there are the Maccabees, which are entitled Sarbeth Sabanaiel. He gives these in the above-mentioned work." (Ecclesiastical History ) 51]

51] Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 272.

Athanasius (A.D 296 to 373), bishop of Alexandria, also tells us that the Jews handed down their canon with 1,2Samuel being reckoned as one book, 1,2Kings as one book and 1,2Chronicles as one.

"There are, then, of the Old Testament, twenty-two books in number; for, as I have heard, it is handed down that this is the number of the letters among the Hebrews; their respective order and names being as follows. The first is Genesis , then Exodus , next Leviticus , after that Numbers , and then Deuteronomy. Following these there is Joshua , the son of Nun, then Judges , then Ruth. And again, after these four books of Kings, the first and second being reckoned as one book, and so likewise the third and fourth as one book. And again, the first and second of the Chronicles are reckoned as one book. Again Ezra , the first and second are similarly one book. After these there is the book of Psalm , then the Proverbs , next Ecclesiastes , and the Song of Songs. Job follows, then the Prophets, the twelve being reckoned as one book. Then Isaiah , one book, then Jeremiah with Baruch ,, Lamentations , and the epistle, one book; afterwards, Ezekiel and Daniel , each one book. Thus far constitutes the Old Testament." (Easter Letter No 39 for A.D 367, 4) 52]

52] Athanasius, Festal Letters, trans. Archibald Robertson, in Select Writings and Letters of Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 4, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1891), 552.

Jerome (A.D 342-420) divided Samuel and Kings into four books entitled "1, 2, 3,4Kings" in the Latin Vulgate. 53]

53] Henry B. Swete, An Introduction to Old Testament in Greek (Cambridge: University Press, 1902), 214.

Thus, it appears that sometime between the writing of the LXX and the early Church, the books of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles were divided. For study purposes these historical books 1, 2 Samuel , 1, 2 Kings , 1, 2Chronicles will be treated without these divisions.

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-25 

The Reign of Ahaziah Over Israel (continued from 1 Kings 22:51-53) (853-852 B.C.) - 1 Kings 22:51-53 records the story of Ahaziah reigning over Israel. This story is continued in 2 Kings 1:1-18. We have the story of Elijah's ascent to heaven added at the end in 2 Kings 2:1-25.

2 Kings 1:9-17 — Elijah Calls Down Fire - 2 Kings 1:9-17 records the event of Elijah calling down fire upon the soldiers sent from the king to seize him. Elijah had seen the fire come down from heaven and consume the sacrifice on Mount Carmel. This event was fresh in his mind, his faith in God was strong, and He believed God could do it again. 

The calling down of fire by Elijah"s actions was a defensive measure. In contrast, Jesus" disciples wanted to call down fire from heaven in an offensive act ( Luke 9:51-56), which is a different motive from what Elijah"s had. 

2 Kings 1:17 So he died according to the word of the LORD which Elijah had spoken. And Jehoram reigned in his stead in the second year of Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat king of Judah; because he had no son.
2 Kings 1:17 — Comments- Jehoram was the brother of Ahaziah and son of Ahab. Because Ahaziah did not have a Song of Solomon , his brother was appointed king over Israel in his stead.

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-25 

2 Kings 2:1-25 — Elisha Takes Over from Elijah - 2 Kings 2:1-25 records the story of how the anointing was passed from Elijah to Elisha.

2 Kings 2:1-18 — The Story of Elijah's Ascent to Heaven (The Mantle) - The story of the rapture of Elijah and the transfer of his mantle to Elisha is a type and shadow of how the mantle, or anointing for a particular office, is transferred from one person to another. Todd Bentley discusses this issue in his book Journey Into the Miraculous. He says:

"God said to me once, ‘I can give you any anointing that I have ever given anyone else if you can do what they did to get it.' The anointing will cost you everything. Someone once shared the following vision with me: He said a man looked across a big open plain - rolled up mantles lay all over the ground. (A mantle is the anointing, the authority, the power and ministry that were on someone else's life.) As the vision continued, he said, ‘I saw the mantle of Smith Wigglesworth, Kathryn Kuhlman and Aimee Semple McPherson. I saw the mantle of Elisha, of Elisha, and all the greats that had gone on before us. Then the Holy Spirit spoke to me and said, ‘Take any mantle you want. What do you want? Pick it up, take it; any one of them.'

"‘Oh, I want Elijah's! Oh! I want to be like Smith Wigglesworth and have great faith. The mantle of John G. Lake! Oh! My! The mantle of Elisha, think of that anointing! I could pick Kathryn Kuhlman's mantle and move in great miracles…or Martin Luther's and be a part of a great reformation.' Then suddenly he saw a bright glow come up from the ground. As he looked down he saw another mantle, which spoke to him: ‘Enoch walked with God so intimately that he was not.' After seeing the life and the anointing of Enoch, he made his decision. ‘Before all the power mantles, I'd rather have the presence of the Lord.' Then he picked up Enoch's mantle." 54]

54] Todd Bentley, Journey Into the Miraculous (Victoria, BC, Canada: Hemlock Printers, Ltd, 2003), 13-4.

We know from Scripture that John the Baptist walked in the mantle, or anointing, of Elijah ( Luke 1:17).

Luke 1:17, "And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord."

2 Kings 2:9 And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me.
2 Kings 2:9 — "let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me" - Comments- Note that a double portion was the rightful inheritance of the firstborn. Since Elijah did not have a Song of Solomon , Elisha felt compelled to ask for this blessing.

2 Kings 2:10 And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so. 
2 Kings 2:9-10 — Comments- Elisha's Double Anointing - After Elijah departed and Elisha received a double portion, the Scriptures record almost twice as many miracles performed by Elisha than by Elijah. 55] Yet, Elisha did not seem to know the Lord as intimately as Elijah nor the inner faith to deliver himself from sickness. Song of Solomon , faith and the anointing are two different things, but complimentary.

55] Kenneth Hagin, Understanding the Anointing (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1983, 1994), 98.

A. Miracles of Elijah

1. Heavens shut up- 1 Kings 17:1
2. Elijah and widow of Zarephath and son fed from barrel until it rained again- 2 Kings 17:14
3. Widow's son raised from the dead- 2 Kings 17:20-23
4. Fire from heaven consumes sacrifice- 2 Kings 18:37-37
5. Ran 25 miles before Ahab's chariot- 

6. Five from heaven consumes 50 men- 2 Kings 1:10
7. Five men from men consumes 50 men- 2 Kings 1:12
8. Jordan divided- 2 Kings 2:8
9. Elijah taken up in fiery chariot- 2 Kings 2:11
10. Jezebel dies as Elijah prophesied- 1 Kings 21:12-13, 2 Kings 9:36
B. Miracles of Elisha

1. Jordan divided- 2 Kings 2:14
2. Healing of waters- 2 Kings 2:19-22
3. Cursing and bear consumes children- 2 Kings 2:23-24
4. Country filled with water- 2 Kings 3:17-20
5. Vessels filled with oil- 2 Kings 4:3-6
6. Shunammite has child- 2 Kings 4:13-17
7. Shunammite's son raised form dead- 2 Kings 4:34-36
8. Healing pot of death- 2 Kings 4:38-41
9. 20 loaves feeds 100 men- 2 Kings 4:42-44
10. Healing of Naaman the leper- 2 Kings 5:14
11. Axe head swims- 2 Kings 6:1-7
12. Elisha often tells king of Israel where Syrians camp- 2 Kings 6:8-12
13. Syrians smote with blindness- 2 Kings 6:18
14. Syrian army flees for fight- 2 Kings 7:1-7
15. Word of future events revealed to Elisha- 2 Kings 8:12-13
16. Elisha has Jehu anointed as new king- 2 Kings 9:1-10
17. Man raised form dead after touching Elisha's bones- 2 Kings 13:21.

The receiving of a double portion upon Elisha may be compared to Jesus giving the Church the Holy Spirit to do greater works than even Himself ( John 14:12).

John 14:12, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father."

2 Kings 2:11 And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.
2 Kings 2:11 — Comments- The story of Elijah's translation in Heaven is type of Jesus' ascension into heaven. We receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit as a type of double portion of the Spirit of God.

2 Kings 2:11 — Comments- Irenaeus (A.D 130 to 200) tells us that the translations of Enoch and Elijah were in anticipation of the coming rapture of the saints spoken of in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.

"For Enoch, when he pleased God, was translated in the same body in which he did please Him, thus pointing out by anticipation the translation of the just. Elijah, too, was caught up [when he was yet] in the substance of the [natural] form; thus exhibiting in prophecy the assumption of those who are spiritual, and that nothing stood in the way of their body being translated and caught up. For by means of the very same hands through which they were moulded at the beginning, did they receive this translation and assumption." (Against Heresies 551) 56]

56] Irenaeus, Against Heresies, in The Apostolic Fathers with Justin Martyr and Irenaeus, in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 1, eds. Alexander Roberts, James Donaldson, and A.Cleveland Cox (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1913), 530-531.

2 Kings 2:12 And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces.
2 Kings 2:12 — "And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more" - Comments- It is very likely that Elisha saw into the spirit realm, and beheld the heavenly chariots and horses with their riders. This was the army of the Lord coming to escort Elijah to heaven. He will see them again later in his ministry when the king of Syria and his army surround the city where he was staying. Elisha's eyes were opened again and he saw the army of the Lord surrounding them, ready to smite the Syrian army ( 2 Kings 6:8-23).

2 Kings 6:17, "And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha."

2 Kings 2:12 — "he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces" - Comments- This was a sign of mourning at the loss of a spiritual giant.

2 Kings 2:16 And they said unto him, Behold now, there be with thy servants fifty strong men; let them go, we pray thee, and seek thy master: lest peradventure the Spirit of the LORD hath taken him up, and cast him upon some mountain, or into some valley. And he said, Ye shall not send.
2 Kings 2:16 — Comments- We have a New Testament account of God translating Philip the evangelist in bodily form from one place to another ( Acts 8:39-40). The fact that the sons of the prophets believed God may have done the same to Elijah suggests that this event had been witnessed by them or others in the past.

Acts 8:39-40, "And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philippians , that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came to Caesarea."

2 Kings 2:20-21 — Comments - The Salt in the Offering- Salt is added to the offerings in the Mosaic Law. We are the salt of the earth.

2 Kings 2:23 And he went up from thence unto Bethel: and as he was going up by the way, there came forth little children out of the city, and mocked him, and said unto him, Go up, thou bald head; go up, thou bald head.
2 Kings 2:23 — "Go up" - Comments- This is a likely reference to Elijah"s translation, and a mockery of the calling and the mantel representing this anointing that Elisha has now received from him. 

2 Kings 2:24 — Comments- How careful we must walk as stewards of God's blessings and as a temple of God's Spirit.

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-15 

The Reign of Jehoram Over Israel (852-841 B.C.) - 2 Kings 2 Kings 3:1 to 2 Kings 8:15 records the reign of Jehoram over the northern kingdom of Israel. However, much of this material discusses the ministry of the prophet Elisha during his reign as a prophet of God.



Verses 1-27 

2 Kings 3:4-5 — Comments- The Moabite Stone- The Moabite stone is a black basalt memorial stone discovered by a German missionary, F. A. Klein, in 1868. This monument is believed to have been erected in Dibon, the capital of Moab by Mesha, their king, to commemorate his successful revolt from Israel and his conquest of Israelite territory (851B.C) after he refused to pay tribute money to Israel. The stone is about three feet tall and two feet wide with a semicircular top. During the process of obtaining this stone, it was heated in fire and broken into many pieces by local Arabs with the intent of obtaining a higher purchase price. This stone was later pieced back together and now stands in the Louvre in Paris. 57]

57] R. F. Youngblood, F. F. Bruce, R. K. Harrison, and Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nelson"s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary, rev. ed. (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), "Moabite Stone"; Avraham Negev, ed, The Archaelogical Encyclopedia of the Holy Land, 3ed. (New York: Prentice Hall Press, c 1990, 1996), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), "Inscriptions: Hebrew Inscriptions." 

2 Kings 3:15 But now bring me a minstrel. And it came to pass, when the minstrel played, that the hand of the LORD came upon him.
2 Kings 3:15 — "the hand of the LORD" - Comments - The hand of the Lord is figurative of the Holy Spirit.

2 Kings 3:22 And they rose up early in the morning, and the sun shone upon the water, and the Moabites saw the water on the other side as red as blood: 
2 Kings 3:22 — Comments- We see a similar example of how God uses nature to protect His children and to confound the enemy. He used a pillar of fire to lead the children of Israel, but it appeared as a cloud and darkness to confound the enemy ( Exodus 14:20).

Exodus 14:20, "And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these: so that the one came not near the other all the night."

2 Kings 3:27 Then he took his eldest son that should have reigned in his stead, and offered him for a burnt offering upon the wall. And there was great indignation against Israel: and they departed from him, and returned to their own land.
2 Kings 3:27 — Comments- The Scriptures record a number of accounts in which a person offers his child as a sacrifice upon the altar. God commanded Abraham to offer his son Isaac as a burnt offering ( Genesis 22:2). Jephthah offered his only child as a burnt offering. ( Judges 11:39). The king of Moab offered his firstborn son as a burnt offering ( 2 Kings 3:27). Such forms of pagan worship have been practiced from antiquity.

Genesis 22:2, "And he said, Take now thy Song of Solomon , thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of."

Judges 11:39, "And it came to pass at the end of two months, that she returned unto her father, who did with her according to his vow which he had vowed: and she knew no man. And it was a custom in Israel,"

2 Kings 3:27, "Then he took his eldest son that should have reigned in his stead, and offered him for a burnt offering upon the wall. And there was great indignation against Israel: and they departed from him, and returned to their own land."

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-44 

2 Kings 4:1-7 — Elisha and the Widow's Oil - 2 Kings 4:1-7 records the story of Elisha and the widow's oil.

2 Kings 4:1 Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets unto Elisha, saying, Thy servant my husband is dead; and thou knowest that thy servant did fear the LORD: and the creditor is come to take unto him my two sons to be bondmen.
2 Kings 4:1 — "Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets unto Elisha" - Comments- Josephus tells us the ancient Jewish tradition that this woman was the widow of Obadiah , the steward of King Ahab (see 1 Kings 18:1-19).

"For they say that the widow of Obadiah, Ahab"s steward, came to him, and said, that he was not ignorant how her husband had preserved the prophets that were to be slain by Jezebel, the wife of Ahab; for she said that he hid a hundred of them, and had borrowed money for their maintenance, and that, after her husband"s death, she and her children were carried away to be made slaves by the creditors; and she desired of him to have mercy upon her on account of what her husband did, and afford her some assistance. And when he asked her what she had in the house, she said, "Nothing but a very small quantity of oil in a cruise." So the prophet bid her go away, and borrow a great many empty vessels of her neighbors, and when she had shut her chamber door, to pour the oil into them all; for that God would fill them full. And when the woman had done what she was commanded to do, and bade her children bring every one of the vessels, and all were filled, and not one left empty, she came to the prophet, and told him that they were all full; upon which he advised her to go away, and sell the oil, and pay the creditors what was owing them, for that there would be some surplus of the price of the oil, which she might make use of for the maintenance of her children. And thus did Elisha discharge the woman"s debts, and free her from the vexation of her creditors." (Antiquities of the Jews 942)

2 Kings 4:3 Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy neighbours, even empty vessels; borrow not a few. 
2 Kings 4:3 — "borrow not a few" - Comments- Regarding the phrase "borrow not a few," Nasir Saddika said, "Your level of faith will determine your level of harvest." 58]

58] Nasir Saddika, interviewed by Rod Parsley, Breakthrough (Columbus, Ohio), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California, 2January 2009), television program.

2 Kings 4:4 And when thou art come in, thou shalt shut the door upon thee and upon thy sons, and shalt pour out into all those vessels, and thou shalt set aside that which is full. 
2 Kings 4:4 — "thou shalt shut the door upon thee and upon thy sons" - Comments- Regarding the phrase "shut the door," Nasir Saddika said that this was necessary because many people are not in agreement with your miracle-working prosperity. 59]

59] Nasir Saddika, interviewed by Rod Parsley, Breakthrough (Columbus, Ohio), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California, 2January 2009), television program.

2 Kings 4:8-37 — Elisha Raises the Shunammite's Son - 2 Kings 4:8-37 records the story of Elisha raising the Shunammite's son. We see a similar story of Elijah and the widow of Zarephath as he raised her son from the dead also ( 1 Kings 17:8-24).

The death of a son meant that there would be no provision for a mother when she becomes widowed. Therefore, in one aspect of her request the Shunammite was asking for provisions from him since she had provided for Elisha.

2 Kings 4:8-37 — Elisha Raises the Shunammite's Son (Naming the Harvest from Sowing) - The Lord was teaching Nasir Saddika about the divine laws of harvesting and reaping. One thing shown to him was the fact that when a person sows a seed, he must declare the harvest intended for the sowing. Saddika asked the Lord to show him Scripture for this divine principle. The Lord took him to the story of the Shunammite's son. 60]

60] Nasir Saddika, interviewed by Rod Parsley, Breakthrough (Columbus, Ohio), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

We see in 2 Kings 4:8-10 we see the Shunammite sowing into the life of Elisha, but as of yet there is no reaping in her life from this good deed. But one day Elisha asked the woman to name her harvest ( 2 Kings 4:11-13). Her reply was one of contentment and no request was made ( 2 Kings 4:13). Gehazi then noted that she was childless and old ( 2 Kings 4:14), so Elisha named this as her harvest ( 2 Kings 4:15-16). Once the harvest was named, it was received ( 2 Kings 4:17). 

2 Kings 4:12 And he said to Gehazi his servant, Call this Shunammite. And when he had called her, she stood before him.
2 Kings 4:12 — Comments- Note that Elisha did not speak directly to her, nor he did not stand in her presence; but, he spoke through Gehazi. 

2 Kings 4:18-19 — Comments - The Child's Heatstroke- If the young man were not used to working all day in the hot sun, it would be hard on his body. Also, it is easy for a father to overwork his young sons, so that they give out. It appears that this child suffered a sunstroke.

My experience as a father has taught me that a mother is often much more aware of a child's health and safety than the father. While the father in this story was focused on gathering his crop in haste, as is usually the case during the harvest, the mother would have been focused more on the well being of her child. It is her natural desire to focus on the home and family.

In August 2003, I left Menchu and one child at the mall in Fort Worth while I drove over to a Christian bookstore to look for Bibles software. The terrible mistake I made was that I forgot that my 3-year old was with me in the car fastened in the baby seat. I left her in a very hot car for 45-minutes while browsed the bookstore. She could have easily died as a result of a heat stroke. I had to rethink my role as a father and where my priorities lay. It still hurts each time I think about the suffering she must have endured during that period of time.

2 Kings 4:22 And she called unto her husband, and said, Send me, I pray thee, one of the young men, and one of the asses, that I may run to the man of God, and come again.
2 Kings 4:22 — Comments- The wife did not tell anyone of her child's death, but told Elisha that it was well with her son. This was her faith that God could raise her son up if Elisha would come. She knew that others perhaps would think her crazy to try and raise him from the dead. She kept her faith to herself ( Romans 14:22). We do the same thing may times when we go about a task at which we tell no one because they think that we are silly.

Romans 14:22, "Hast thou faith? have it to thyself before God. Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that thing which he alloweth."

2 Kings 4:23 And he said, Wherefore wilt thou go to him to day? it is neither new moon, nor sabbath. And she said, It shall be well.
2 Kings 4:22-23 — Comments - The Silence of the Wife- The wife did not even tell her husband that their son was dead.

2 Kings 4:26 Run now, I pray thee, to meet her, and say unto her, Is it well with thee? is it well with thy husband? is it well with the child? And she answered, It is well. 
2 Kings 4:26 — Comments- In African customs, the greeting is very important. If two people have not seen each other for a long period of time, then the greeting is lengthy. If two people are friends or neighbours and see each other daily, then the greeting is shortened. But a greeting is always done, and it is very impolite not to follow through with a warm greeting. The greeting involves asking about yourself, as well as the family. It is important to ask about the family out of politeness. In addition, for the person to reply when asked and say, "It is fine," is to follow the customary greeting, regardless of whether things are fine or not. It is after the greetings are complete that a person then has the liberty to discuss the purpose of the visit. These points were discussed by a Lugandan language instructor as Menchu and I took a course in learning an African language in Uganda. We see this custom being followed in this verse. To say that this woman"s positive reply was a confession of faith is to ignore the customs found in greetings.

2 Kings 4:27 And when she came to the man of God to the hill, she caught him by the feet: but Gehazi came near to thrust her away. And the man of God said, Let her alone; for her soul is vexed within her: and the LORD hath hid it from me, and hath not told me.
2 Kings 4:27 — "caught him by his feet" - Comments- Normally, people would not touch a man of God like this.

2 Kings 4:29 Then he said to Gehazi, Gird up thy loins, and take my staff in thine hand, and go thy way: if thou meet any Prayer of Manasseh , salute him not; and if any salute thee, answer him not again: and lay my staff upon the face of the child.
2 Kings 4:29 — Comments- At this point, she had not told Elisha that her son was dead, but perhaps understood, through God, that God could raise the child from the dead.

2 Kings 4:34 And he went up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands: and he stretched himself upon the child; and the flesh of the child waxed warm.
2 Kings 4:34 — Comments- The life of God seemed to be in Elisha and flow into the dead body to quicken to life. Note in 2 Kings 13:21 how the anointing of God remained in the bones of Elisha long after his death.

2 Kings 13:21, "And it came to pass, as they were burying a Prayer of Manasseh , that, behold, they spied a band of men; and they cast the man into the sepulchre of Elisha: and when the man was let down, and touched the bones of Elisha, he revived, and stood up on his feet."

The Spirit of God was "breathed" and bestowed upon the dead body to bring it life ( Romans 8:11, James 2:26).

Romans 8:11, "But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you."

James 2:26, "For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also."

2 Kings 4:35 Then he returned, and walked in the house to and fro; and went up, and stretched himself upon him: and the child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes.
2 Kings 4:34-35 — Scripture References- See: 

1 Kings 17:21, "And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto the LORD, and said, O LORD my God, I pray thee, let this child"s soul come into him again."

2 Kings 4:41 But he said, Then bring meal. And he cast it into the pot; and he said, Pour out for the people, that they may eat. And there was no harm in the pot.
2 Kings 4:42-44 — The Miracle of the Loaves of Bread - 2 Kings 4:42-44 records the story of the miracle of the loaves of bread, in which Elisha feeds one hundred men with twenty loaves of barley bread and a sack of grain. This miracle certainly reminds us of Jesus feeding the five thousand and the four thousand with a few loaves of bread and fish.

2 Kings 4:42 And there came a man from Baalshalisha, and brought the man of God bread of the firstfruits, twenty loaves of barley, and full ears of corn in the husk thereof. And he said, Give unto the people, that they may eat.
2 Kings 4:42 — Comments - The man from Baalshalisha brought a firstfruit's offering to Gilgal and gave it to Elisha the prophet. The firstfruit offering was taught in the Mosaic Law ( Exodus 23:19; Exodus 34:26, Leviticus 23:10-21, Deuteronomy 18:4). During this period in Israel's history, the Temple worship and its services had fallen into corruption and decay from years of abuse. Therefore, this man brought his offering to the place where God was working signs and miracles.

Exodus 23:19, "The first of the firstfruits of thy land thou shalt bring into the house of the LORD thy God. Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his mother"s milk."

Deuteronomy 18:4, "The firstfruit also of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and the first of the fleece of thy sheep, shalt thou give him."

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-27 

2 Kings 5:1-27 — The Healing of Naaman the Syrian - 2 Kings 5:1-27 records the story of the healing of Naaman the Syrian. Note the proposed acrostic outline for this passage of Scripture:

2 Kings 5:1-7 — Naaman's leprosy

2 Kings 5:8-14 — Naaman's lesson

2 Kings 5:15-19 — Naaman's Lord (YHWH)

2 Kings 5:20-27 — Gehazi's lie and leprosy

2 Kings 5:5 And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I will send a letter unto the king of Israel. And he departed, and took with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment.
2 Kings 5:5 — Comments- Note that when this military general wanted to enter the land of Israel, he had the wisdom to follow protocol. Had Naaman went directly to Elisha, the king of Israel might have been suspicious and confronted him in battle; but the act of a Syrian general bringing gifts unto the king testified to a friendly visit.

2 Kings 5:10 And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.
2 Kings 5:10 — "seven times" - Comments- Note that the Mosaic Law requires that a leper be sprinkled seven times as a part of the cleansing process ( Leviticus 14:7).

Leviticus 14:7, "And he shall sprinkle upon him that is to be cleansed from the leprosy seven times, and shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the living bird loose into the open field."

2 Kings 5:11 But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the LORD his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper.
2 Kings 5:11 — Comments- Because Naaman was a proud Prayer of Manasseh , God chose to give him something that was humbling as an act of obedience. Humility is the first step towards obedience.

2 Kings 5:11 — Word Study on "wroth" - Strong says the Hebrew word "wroth…rage" ( קָצַף) (H 7107) literally means, "to crack off," and figuratively, it means, "to burst out in rage." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 34times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "wroth 22, wrath 5, displeased 3, angry 2, angered 1, fret 1."

2 Kings 5:12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean? So he turned and went away in a rage.
2 Kings 5:12 — Word Study on "rage" - Strong says the Hebrew word "rage" ( חֵמָא) (H 2534) literally means, "heat," and figuratively, "anger, poison." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 124times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "fury 67, wrath 34, poison 6, furious 4, displeasure 3, rage 2, anger 1, bottles 1, furious + 011671, furiously 1, heat 1, indignation 1, wrathful 1, wroth 1." Strong says it comes from the primitive root ( יָחַם) (H 3179) meaning, "to be hot, to conceive."

Comments- Naaman was angry when he began to speak and he was in a rage when he was finished speaking. He was displeased and angry when he began to speak and "hot" after he had finished speaking. How often have we experienced how our words often fuel our emotions rather than bringing them under control. We learn that it is often best to hold our peace when our emotions are stirred and deal with the situation when our emotions are under control.

2 Kings 5:13 And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean?
2 Kings 5:14 Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.
2 Kings 5:14 — "seven times" - Comments- To bow down to someone seven times was a typical Eastern response the represented complete submission. Jacob bowed seven times to Esau his brother in a desperate act of submission ( Genesis 33:3).

Genesis 33:3, "And he passed over before them, and bowed himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother."

2 Kings 5:20 But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said, Behold, my master hath spared Naaman this Syrian, in not receiving at his hands that which he brought: but, as the LORD liveth, I will run after him, and take somewhat of him.
2 Kings 5:20 — Comments- Gehazi was covetous in his heart and could not bear to see this gain be refused by Elisha.

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-33 

2 Kings 6:10 And the king of Israel sent to the place which the man of God told him and warned him of, and saved himself there, not once nor twice.
2 Kings 6:10 — "not once nor twice" - Comments- This phrase is used to mean that Elisha warned the king of Israel "a number of times," or "on many occasions." The number "two" represents a few in the Hebrew language. Note 1 Kings 17:12, where the widow woman is gathering "two sticks" before she dies. The phrase "two sticks" means "a few sticks."

1 Kings 17:12, "And she said, As the LORD thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my Song of Solomon , that we may eat it, and die."

2 Kings 6:12 And one of his servants said, None, my lord, O king: but Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, telleth the king of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy bedchamber.
2 Kings 6:12 — "the words that thou speakest in thy bedchamber" - Comments- This phrase represents a person's most intimate secrets. What we say in our beds with our spouses at night is usually things that we would never say to anyone outside that room. God knows our most intimate thoughts and He revealed to Elisha some of these thoughts from the king of Israel.

2 Kings 6:16 And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them.
2 Kings 6:16 — Comments- The prophets in the Old Testament had the boldness to stand against armies because they had seen the revelation of God"s mighty power and presence in his life. They had crossed over and learned to live in the heavenly realm, where no fear can dwell. These prophets saw God"s entire heavenly host standing with them.

2 Kings 6:17 And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.
2 Kings 6:17 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

2 Samuel 5:24, "And let it be, when thou hearest the sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees, that then thou shalt bestir thyself: for then shall the LORD go out before thee, to smite the host of the Philistines."

2 Kings 7:6, "For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise of a great host: and they said one to another, Lo, the king of Israel hath hired against us the kings of the Hittites, and the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us."

2 Kings 6:18 And when they came down to him, Elisha prayed unto the LORD, and said, Smite this people, I pray thee, with blindness. And he smote them with blindness according to the word of Elisha. 
2 Kings 6:18 — Comments- Elisha asked God to blind the Syrians in contrast to opening the eyes of his servant.

2 Kings 6:21 And the king of Israel said unto Elisha, when he saw them, My father, shall I smite them? shall I smite them?
2 Kings 6:21 — Comments- This sounds like the disciples of Jesus when they were rejected by the villages of Samaria ( Luke 9:54).

Luke 9:54, "And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did?"

2 Kings 6:25 And there was a great famine in Samaria: and, behold, they besieged it, until an ass"s head was sold for fourscore pieces of silver, and the fourth part of a cab of dove"s dung for five pieces of silver.
2 Kings 6:25 — Comments- We find a similar verse in Revelation 6:6, which very likely describes a famine also.

Revelation 6:6, "And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine."

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-20 

2 Kings 7:3 And there were four leprous men at the entering in of the gate: and they said one to another, Why sit we here until we die?
2 Kings 7:3 — Comments- Jewish tradition says that Gehazi and his three sons were these four lepers that delivered the city of Samaria.

"Now there were four leprous menhttp://www.come-and-hear.com/sotah/sotah 47.html- 47a 17#47a 17— R. Johanan said: This refers to Gehazi and his three sons." 61]

61] Babylonian Talmud: Tractate Sotah, Folio 47a, trans. I. Epstein [on-line]; accessed 11August 2009; available from http://www.come-and-hear.com/sotah/sotah 47.html; Internet.

"And there were four leprous men at the entering in of the gate. R. Johanan said: They were Gehazi and his three sons." 62]

62] Babylonian Talmud: Tractate Sanhedrin, Folio 107b, trans. I. Epstein [on-line]; accessed 11August 2009; available from http://www.come-and-hear.com/sotah/sotah 47.html; Internet.

Elisha had judged him with the curse of leprosy in 2 Kings 5:27.

2 Kings 5:27, "The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he went out from his presence a leper as white as snow."

This view is supported by the fact that in the next chapter, Gehazi is standing before the king ( 2 Kings 8:4). We know that no leper would stand serving in the court of the king.

2 Kings 8:4, "And the king talked with Gehazi the servant of the man of God, saying, Tell me, I pray thee, all the great things that Elisha hath done."

2 Kings 7:6 For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise of a great host: and they said one to another, Lo, the king of Israel hath hired against us the kings of the Hittites, and the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us.
2 Kings 7:6 — "to hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise of a great host" - Comments- This was the army of the Lord going forth to fight ( 2 Samuel 5:24, 2 Kings 6:17).

2 Samuel 5:24, "And let it be, when thou hearest the sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees, that then thou shalt bestir thyself: for then shall the LORD go out before thee, to smite the host of the Philistines."

2 Kings 6:17, "And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha."

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-29 

2 Kings 8:1 Then spake Elisha unto the woman, whose son he had restored to life, saying, Arise, and go thou and thine household, and sojourn wheresoever thou canst sojourn: for the LORD hath called for a famine; and it shall also come upon the land seven years.
2 Kings 8:1 — "it shall also come upon the land seven years" - Comments- There was also a seven-year famine revealed to Joseph as he interpreted the dream of Pharaoh ( Genesis 41:30).

Genesis 41:30, "And there shall arise after them seven years of famine; and all the plenty shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the famine shall consume the land;"

2 Kings 8:4 And the king talked with Gehazi the servant of the man of God, saying, Tell me, I pray thee, all the great things that Elisha hath done.
2 Kings 8:4 — Comments - How could Gehazi stand before the king of Israel as a leper. The Babylonian Talmud says that Gehazi was one of the four lepers cured in the previous story of the siege of Samaria ( 2 Kings 6:24 to 2 Kings 7:20). 63]

63] Babylonian Talmud: Tractate Sotah, Folio 47a, trans. I. Epstein [on-line]; accessed 11August 2009; available from http://www.come-and-hear.com/sotah/sotah 47.html; Internet. Babylonian Talmud: Tractate Sanhedrin, Folio 107b, trans. I. Epstein [on-line]; accessed 11August 2009; available from http://www.come-and-hear.com/sotah/sotah 47.html; Internet.

2 Kings 8:7-15 — Elisha Anoints Hazael as King over Syria- 2 Kings 8:7-15 was a fulfilment of God"s command to Elijah on Mount Horeb, when the Lord told him to "anoint Hazael to be king over Syria" ( 1 Kings 19:15).

1 Kings 19:15, "And the LORD said unto him, Go, return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus: and when thou comest, anoint Hazael to be king over Syria:"

2 Kings 8:16-24 — The Reign of Jehoram Over Judah (848-841 B.C.) - 2 Kings 8:16-24 records the story of the reign of Jehoram over Judah.

2 Kings 8:22 Yet Edom revolted from under the hand of Judah unto this day. Then Libnah revolted at the same time.
2 Kings 8:22 — Comments- This revolt by Edom fulfils Genesis 27:40, "And by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy brother; and it shall come to pass when thou shalt have the dominion, that thou shalt break his yoke from off thy neck."

2 Kings 8:25 to 2 Kings 9:28 — The Reign of Ahaziah Over Judah (841 B.C.) - 2 Kings 8:25 to 2 Kings 9:28 records the story of the reign of Ahaziah over Judah. 

2 Kings 8:26 Two and twenty years old was Ahaziah when he began to reign; and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. And his mother"s name was Athaliah, the daughter of Omri king of Israel.
2 Kings 8:26 — "Two and twenty years old was Ahaziah when he began to reign; and he reigned one year in Jerusalem" - Comments- We read a conflicting statement in 2 Chronicles 22:2, which says that Ahaziah was forty two years old when he began to reign, and not twenty-two as stated in 2 Kings 8:26.

2 Chronicles 22:2, "Forty and two years old was Ahaziah when he began to reign, and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. His mother"s name also was Athaliah the daughter of Omri.

The Hebrew text of 2 Kings 8:26 literally reads, "a son of twenty and two years (was) Ahaziah in his reign, and one year he reigned in Jerusalem..." (YLT), and the Hebrew text of 2 Chronicles 22:2 literally reads, "a son of forty and two…"

Hebrew ( בֶּן־עֶשְׂרִ֨ים וּשְׁתַּ֤יִם) - "son of twenty and two" ( 2 Kings 2:26)

Hebrew ( בֶּן־אַרְבָּעִ֨ים וּשְׁתַּ֤יִם) - "son of forty and two" ( 2 Chronicles 22:2)

If Jehoram, the father of Ahaziah began to reign when he was thirty-two years old, and reigned eight years ( 2 Kings 8:17), and so died, being forty years old, then it would not be possible for his son Ahaziah to have reached the age of forty-two before his father's early death. Thus, the age of twenty-two is more likely correct, requiring Jehoram to give birth to Ahaziah, his Song of Solomon , at the age of eighteen-years old.

2 Kings 8:17, "Thirty and two years old was he (Jehoram) when he began to reign; and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem."

2 Chronicles 22:2 (LXX) agrees with the reading in 2 Kings 8:26.

"Ochozias began to reign when he was twenty years old, and he reigned one year in Jerusalem: and his mother"s name was Gotholia, the daughter of Ambri." (Brenton)

The YLT also corrects the date in its translation of 2 Chronicles 22:2, "A son of twenty and two years is Ahaziah in his reigning, and one year he hath reigned in Jerusalem, and the name of his mother is Athaliah daughter of Omri;"

There are several views scholars propose to explain this apparent discrepancy. 

1. The Age of Jehoram- The literally meaning of "son of forty and two" could have been referring to the age of Ahaziah's father, Jehoram. However, his father died at the age of forty, so this reasoning does not add up with the numbers stated in the text. There is not reason to follow this explanation outside of speculation.

2. The Age of Ahaziah's Mother - Some scholars suggest that the age of forty-two was a reference to the age of his mother, since she appears to have dominated him by leading him in the way of the kings of Israel. Again, there is not reason to follow this explanation outside of speculation.

3. The Age of Omri's Dynasty of Kings - John Lightfoot suggests that the text intends to say that Ahaziah was the son of two and forty years; namely, of the house of Omri, his mother's grandfather. Thus, this date refers to the forty-second year of the reign of his mother's dynasty over Israel, and she is mentioned in this same verse. 64] However, if we add up the periods of Omri's reign (8 years), of Ahab's reign (22years), of Ahaziah's reign (2years) to the twelfth year of Joram's reign over Israel, we get 44years and not 42.

64] John Lightfoot, The Whole Works of the Rev. John Lightfoot, D.D, vol 4, ed. John Rogers Pitman (London: J. F. Dove, 1822), 106, 174.

1 Kings 16:23, "In the thirty and first year of Asa king of Judah began Omri to reign over Israel, twelve years: six years reigned he in Tirzah."

1 Kings 16:29, "And in the thirty and eighth year of Asa king of Judah began Ahab the son of Omri to reign over Israel: and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty and two years."

1 Kings 22:51, "Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to reign over Israel in Samaria the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and reigned two years over Israel.

Thus, there is not reason to believe this age refers to the reign of a different person or dynasty apart from speculation.

4. Copyist Error- Most scholars seem to agree that this is the error of a copier. It can be agreed that the writing of these two Hebrew Numbers , ( כב) twenty-two and ( מב) forty-two and, are similar, although the spelling of these two Numbers , ( בֶּן־עֶשְׂרִ֨ים וּשְׁתַּ֤יִם) twenty-two and ( בֶּן־אַרְבָּעִ֨ים וּשְׁתַּ֤יִם) forty-two, are not similar. The explanation that this is most likely the error of a copyist seems to be confirmed by the fact that a number of ancient manuscripts have taken the liberty to correct this spelling from forty-two to twenty-two.

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-37 

2 Kings 9:1-13 — The Anointing of Jehu as King Over Israel- 2 Kings 9:1-13 was a fulfilment of God"s command to Elijah on Mount Horeb ( 1 Kings 19:16).

1 Kings 19:16, "And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel: and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room."

2 Kings 9:30 And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she painted her face, and tired her head, and looked out at a window.
2 Kings 9:30 — Comments- Proverbs 7:21 teaches us that a woman overcomes a man by seduction. In 2 Kings 9:30 we have evidence of how Jezebel was a woman who controlled by seduction; for she painted her face and fixed her hair in an effort to take control of the dire situation she was facing. She ruled over her husband Ahab in a similar manner.

2 Kings 9:36-37 — Comments - The Purpose of Recording Elijah-Elisha Miracles- The purpose of the narrative material that describes the miracles of Elijah and Elisha is to serve as testimonies to the fulfilment of God's Word in their ministries, thus, qualifying them as genuine prophets of the Lord God of Israel. For example, 1 Kings 17:24 closes its narrative story with the widow of Zarephath testifying that Elijah was truly a prophet of God. In a similar manner, the Elijah-Elisha narrative material will close with a final declaration of the fulfilment of Elijah's word ( 2 Kings 9:36-37).

Comments - Elijah's Prophesy Against Jezebel- Elijah made this prophesy in 1 Kings 21:23 after King Ahab kills Naboth and takes his vineyard. However, Jehu's citation of Elijah's prophecy is longer than the one given in 1 Kings 21:23.

1 Kings 21:23, "And of Jezebel also spake the LORD, saying, The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel."

It is important to note that the fulfilment of this prophecy ends the ministries of Elijah and Elisha, serving as a testimony that all of their prophetic words came to pass, verifying their divine callings.

10 Chapter 10 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-21 

2 Kings 11:1-21 — The Reign of Queen Athaliah Over Judah (841-835 B.C.) - 2 Kings 11:1-21 records the story of the reign of the wicked queen Athaliah over Judah.

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-21 

2 Kings 12:1-21 — The Reign of Jehoash Over Judah (835-796 B.C.) - 2 Kings 12:1-21 records the story of the reign of Jehoash over Judah.

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-25 

2 Kings 13:1-9 — The Reign of Jehoahaz Over Israel (814-798 B.C.) - 2 Kings 13:1-9 records the account of the reign of Jehoahaz over Israel. 

2 Kings 13:10-25 — The Reign of Jehoash Over Israel (798-782 B.C.) - 2 Kings 13:10-25 records the story of the reign of Jehoash over Israel.

2 Kings 13:19 And the man of God was wroth with him, and said, Thou shouldest have smitten five or six times; then hadst thou smitten Syria till thou hadst consumed it: whereas now thou shalt smite Syria but thrice. 
2 Kings 13:19 — "whereas now thou shalt smite Syria but thrice" - Comments- This prophecy was fulfilled in 2 Kings 13:25.

2 Kings 13:25, "And Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz took again out of the hand of Benhadad the son of Hazael the cities, which he had taken out of the hand of Jehoahaz his father by war. Three times did Joash beat him, and recovered the cities of Israel."

2 Kings 13:25 And Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz took again out of the hand of Benhadad the son of Hazael the cities, which he had taken out of the hand of Jehoahaz his father by war. Three times did Joash beat him, and recovered the cities of Israel.
2 Kings 13:25 — "Three times did Joash beat him" - Comments- This was prophesied by Elisha in 2 Kings 13:18-19. Elisha told the king that since he has smote upon the ground only three times, he would defeat the enemy only three times.

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-29 

2 Kings 14:1-22 — The Reign of Amaziah Over Judah (796-767 B.C.) - 2 Kings 14:1-22 records the story of the reign of Amaziah over Judah. 

2 Kings 14:23-29 — The Reign of Jeroboam II Over Israel (783-753 B.C.) - 2 Kings 14:23-29 records the account of the reign of Jeroboam II over Israel. 

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-38 

2 Kings 15:1-7 — The Reign of Azariah Over Judah (792-740 B.C.) (see 2 Chronicles 26:1-23) - 2 Kings 15:1-7 records the story of the reign of Azariah over Judah.

2 Kings 15:1 — Comments- Azariah "`Azaryah" ( עֲזַרְיָה, עֲזַרְיָהוּ) (H 5838) is called by the name Uzziah ( עֻזִּיָּה, עֻזִּיָּהוּ) in 2Chronicles.

2 Kings 15:8-12 — The Reign of Zechariah Over Israel (753 B.C.) - 2 Kings 15:8-12 records the story of the reign of Zechariah over Israel.

2 Kings 15:12 This was the word of the LORD which he spake unto Jehu, saying, Thy sons shall sit on the throne of Israel unto the fourth generation. And so it came to pass.
2 Kings 15:12 — Comments- Note when this word from God was spoken in 2 Kings 10:30.

2 Kings 10:30, "And the LORD said unto Jehu, Because thou hast done well in executing that which is right in mine eyes, and hast done unto the house of Ahab according to all that was in mine heart, thy children of the fourth generation shall sit on the throne of Israel."

2 Kings 15:13-16 — The Reign of Shallum Over Israel (752 B.C.) - 2 Kings 15:13-16 records the story of Shallum's short reign over Israel.

2 Kings 15:17-22 — The Reign of Menahem Over Israel (752-742 B.C.) - 2 Kings 15:17-22 records the account of the reign of Menahem over Israel.

2 Kings 15:19 And Pul the king of Assyria came against the land: and Menahem gave Pul a thousand talents of silver, that his hand might be with him to confirm the kingdom in his hand.
2 Kings 15:19 — "Pul the king of Assyria" - Comments- Many scholars today believe that Pul, king of Assyria, is the same person as Tiglath-Pileser. 

"It is now practically certain that Pul, who is mentioned as taking tribute from Menahem, is identical with Tiglath-pileser (Schrader, COT, I, 230, 231). In all probability Pul, or Pulu, was a usurper, who as king of Assyria assumed the name of one of his predecessors, Tiglath-pileser I, and reigned as Tiglath-pileser III. This king of Assyria, who reigned, as we learn from his annals, from 745 BC to 727 BC, was one of the greatest of Assyrian monarchs." (ISBE) 65]

65] T. Nicol, "Tiglath-Pileser," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

The NKJV supports this view in 1 Chronicles 5:26, which reads, "So the God of Israel stirred up the spirit of Pul king of Assyria, that Isaiah , Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria. He carried the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh into captivity. He took them to Halah, Habor, Hara, and the river of Gozan to this day."

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-20 

2 Kings 16:1-20 — The Reign of Ahaz Over Judah (735-715 B.C.) - 2 Kings 16:1-20 records the account of the reign of Ahaz over Judah.

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-41 

2 Kings 17:1-41 — The Reign of Hoshea Over Israel & Its Captivity (732-722 B.C.) - 2 Kings 17:1-41 records the account of the reign of Hoshea over Israel and of Israel's destruction and captivity by Assyria.

2 Kings 17:1-6 — Comments- The Siege of Samaria- F. F. Bruce tells us that the siege of Samaria was begun while Shalmaneser V was ruler over Assyria, and by the time the city was taken, Sargon II has superseded him. 66]

66] F. F. Bruce, The Books and the Parchments (Old Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1963), 126.

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-37 

2 Kings 18:1 to 2 Kings 20:21 The Reign of Hezekiah Over Judah (715-686 B.C.) - 2 Kings 18:1 to 2 Kings 20:21 records the account of the reign of Hezekiah over Judah. He was one of Judah's good kings.

2 Kings 18:4 He removed the high places, and brake the images, and cut down the groves, and brake in pieces the brasen serpent that Moses had made: for unto those days the children of Israel did burn incense to it: and he called it Nehushtan.
2 Kings 18:4 — "brake in pieces the brasen serpent that Moses had made" - Comments- Moses has made this brass serpent approximately five hundred and fifty (550) years earlier in order to heal those children of Israel who had been bitten by serpents as an act of divine judgment ( Numbers 21:8-9).

Numbers 21:8-9, "And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any Prayer of Manasseh , when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived."

2 Kings 18:4 — Word Study on "Nehushtan" - Strong says the Hebrew word Nehushtan (H 5180) literally, "something made of copper."

2 Kings 18:13 to 2 Kings 20:19 The Prophecies of Isaiah to Hezekiah - 2 Kings 18:13 to 2 Kings 20:19 tells the story of Hezekiah's confrontation with Sennacherib, who tried to conquer Jerusalem, and God's miraculous deliverance. This passage of Scripture is almost the same in content to Isaiah 36:1 to Isaiah 39:8. Thus, the same author probably penned both two passages and one served as a copy of the other. 

Note the proposed outline:

Sennacherib Besieges Jerusalem — — 2 Kings 18:13 to 2 Kings 19:37
Hezekiah's Illness — — — 2 Kings 20:1-11
The Visit of the Babylonians — — 2 Kings 20:12-21
If we compare the narrative material of Elijah and Elisha ( 1 Kings 17:1 - 2 Kings 9:37), there is a similarity in structure in that they both bear witness to the testimony of the prophets of the Lord. This becomes evident by the fact that both passages end with a testimony of the fulfillment of the words of the prophets Elijah and Isaiah. For example, the story of Sennacherib's siege of Jerusalem ends with the fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy of 2 Kings 19:7 ( 2 Kings 19:37). The story of Hezekiah's illness ends by reflecting upon the fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy ( 2 Kings 20:11). The story of the visit of the Babylonians closes by noting the fulfillment of prophecy ( 2 Kings 20:19).

2 Kings 18:13 Now in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah did Sennacherib king of Assyria come up against all the fenced cities of Judah, and took them.
2 Kings 18:13 — Comments- Sennacherib recorded his campaign against Judah on a hexagonal (six-sided) clay prism written in cuneiform. This stone was made around 700 B.C. and found at Nineveh, Assyria. The section of this text referring to Hezekiah reads, "As for Hezekiah, the Judean,﻿ I besieged forty-six of his fortified walled cities and surrounding smaller towns, which were without number. Using packed-down ramps and applying battering rams, infantry attacks by mines, breeches, and siege machines, ﻿ I conquered (them). I took out 200 ,150 people, young and old, male and female, horses, mules, donkeys, camels, cattle, and sheep, without number, and counted them as spoil. He himself, I locked up within Jerusalem, his royal city, like a bird in a cage.﻿ ﻿ I surrounded him with earthworks, and made it unthinkable﻿﻿ for him to exit by the city gate. His cities which I had despoiled I cut off from his land and gave them to Mitinti, king of Ashdod, Padi, king of Ekron and Ṣilli- Bel and the Dragon , king of Gaza,﻿ ﻿ and thus diminished his land. I imposed dues and gifts for my lordship upon him, in addition to the former tribute, their yearly payment." 67] 

67] William W. Hallo and K. Lawson Younger, Jeremiah , Context of Scripture, vol 2 (Leiden; Brill, 2000), In Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004, 303.

2 Kings 18:17 And the king of Assyria sent Tartan and Rabsaris and Rabshakeh from Lachish to king Hezekiah with a great host against Jerusalem. And they went up and came to Jerusalem. And when they were come up, they came and stood by the conduit of the upper pool, which is in the highway of the fuller"s field.
2 Kings 18:17 — "Tartan and Rabsaris and Rabshakeh" - Comments- The Hebrew text for "Tartan and Rabsaris and Rabshakeh" is ( רַב־סָרִיס אֶת־תַּרְתָּן וְאֶת־רַב־שָׁקֵה). Many scholars see these names as titles rather than proper names. Adam Clarke refers to Calmet as saying that these are not the names of persons, but of offices: Tartan signifies "he who presides over gifts or tribute;" Rabsaris, "the chief of the eunuchs;" and Rabshakeh, "the chief cup-bearer." 68] F. F. Bruce translates Rabshakeh as "the chief noble." 69] Strong translates Rabshakeh as "the chief butler." The view of these words being titles and not proper names is seen in a number of modern translations, although the meanings of these titles differ.

68] Adam Clarke, 2 Kings , in Adam Clarke"s Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on 2Kings .

69] F. F. Bruce, The Books and the Parchments (Old Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1963), 49.

AmpBible, "And the king of Assyria sent [the high officials] the Tartan, the Rabsaris, and the Rabshakeh from Lachish to King Hezekiah at Jerusalem with a great army. They went up to Jerusalem, and when they arrived, they came and stood by the canal of the upper pool, which is on the highway to the fuller's field."

BBE, "Then the king of Assyria sent the Tartan and the Rab-saris and the Rab-shakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem, to King Hezekiah, with a strong force. And they went up and came to Jerusalem, and took up their position by the stream of the higher pool, by the highway of the washerman"s field."

NAB, "The king of Assyria sent the general, the lord chamberlain, and the commander from Lachish with a great army to King Hezekiah at Jerusalem. They went up, and on their arrival in Jerusalem, stopped at the conduit of the upper pool on the highway of the fuller"s field."

NIV, "The king of Assyria sent his supreme commander, his chief officer and his field commander with a large army, from Lachish to King Hezekiah at Jerusalem. They came up to Jerusalem and stopped at the aqueduct of the Upper Pool, on the road to the Washerman's Field." 

YLT, "And the king of Asshur sendeth Tartan, and the chief of the eunuchs, and the chief of the butlers, from Lachish, unto king Hezekiah, with a heavy force, to Jerusalem, and they go up and come in to Jerusalem, and they go up, and come in and stand by the conduit of the upper pool that is in the highway of the fuller"s field."

2 Kings 18:26 Then said Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, and Shebna, and Joah, unto Rabshakeh, Speak, I pray thee, to thy servants in the Syrian language; for we understand it: and talk not with us in the Jews" language in the ears of the people that are on the wall.
2 Kings 18:26 — Comments- F. F. Bruce tells us that Aramaic became the language of diplomatic intercourse in the eight century B.C, when the Assyrian Empire adopted it as such. The Assyrians usually spoke Aramaic when they communicated by mouth or by letter to their subjects and tributaries in Western Asia. In 2 Kings 18:26, the Jews ask this delegation to speak in their normal diplomatic language of Aramaic, to which the Assyrians refused, because they wanted to instil fear into the hearts of the common people by speaking in the Hebrew language. 70]

70] F. F. Bruce, The Books and the Parchments (Old Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1963), 48-50.

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-37 

2 Kings 19:37 And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him with the sword: and they escaped into the land of Armenia. And Esarhaddon his son reigned in his stead.
2 Kings 19:37 — Comments- At the very altar where Sennacherib should have found help and deliverance from his god, he found death instead; for his god was not able to deliver him.

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-21 

2 Kings 20:1-11 — Hezekiah's Illness and Recovery - 2 Kings 20:1-11 records the story of King Hezekiah's illness and recovery.

2 Kings 20:2 Then he turned his face to the wall, and prayed unto the LORD, saying,
2 Kings 20:2 — Comments- When Hezekiah turned and faced the wall, he had to turn his face away from the prophet Isaiah. Thus, it was an act of turning directly to God and not to man. He did not ask Isaiah to deliver him, nor did he run to man for a cure. Instead, he went directly to God.

2 Kings 20:5 Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of my people, Thus saith the LORD, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee: on the third day thou shalt go up unto the house of the LORD.
2 Kings 20:5 — "the Lord, the God of David thy Father" - Comments- Note the name God used in 2 Kings 20:5. God is doing this for both God's and David's sake ( 2 Kings 20:6), so this name is very appropriate, recalling God's covenant with and love for David.

2 Kings 20:6 And I will add unto thy days fifteen years; and I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria; and I will defend this city for mine own sake, and for my servant David"s sake.
2 Kings 20:6 — "I will add unto thy days fifteen years" - Comments- God promised to also lengthen the days of Solomon if he would serve the Lord ( 1 Kings 3:14).

1 Kings 3:14, "And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days."

2 Kings 20:10-11 — Comments- The Moving of the Sundial- Moving the shadow of the sundial back ten degrees and extending the day was symbolic of God extending Hezekiah's life fifteen years.

2 Kings 20:12-19 — Hezekiah Receives a Babylonian Delegate from King Berodachbaladan - In 2 Kings 20:12-19 Hezekiah receives a visiting delegate sent by Berodachbaladan, king of Babylon. What may have been perceived as an innocent gesture by King Hezekiah in showing this delegate the royal treasures results in a divine prophecy of the loss of these treasures. Hezekiah showed them his most valuable possessions of which he took great pride. However, God knows the heart of man. He knows how vulnerable man is to pride, which leads to exaltation of oneself over God.

Israel's divine blessings and prosperity were to serve as a testimony to other nations that the God of Israel is the true and living God. King Solomon hosted the Queen of Sheba, who also looked at the wealth of this nation; but at her visit to Israel King Solomon placed much emphasis upon the wisdom of God as she beheld the prosperity that resulted from such wisdom ( 1 Kings 10:1-13).

1 Kings 10:1-3, "And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of the LORD, she came to prove him with hard questions. And she came to Jerusalem with a very great train, with camels that bare spices, and very much gold, and precious stones: and when she was come to Song of Solomon , she communed with him of all that was in her heart. And Solomon told her all her questions: there was not any thing hid from the king, which he told her not."

2 Kings 20:18 And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which thou shalt beget, shall they take away; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.
2 Kings 20:18 — Comments- It is very likely that Daniel and his three friends, who were taken to Babylon and possibly made eunuchs in the palace of King Nebuchadnezzar, fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah spoken in 2 Kings 20:18 about the sons of King Hezekiah. 

2 Kings 20:19 Then said Hezekiah unto Isaiah , Good is the word of the LORD which thou hast spoken. And he said, Is it not good, if peace and truth be in my days?
2 Kings 20:19 — Comments- Hezekiah's response to the prophecy of Isaiah reveals that the king has lost sight of the command from God to produce righteous offspring. When he spoke about his personal ease while destruction was over the horizon for his children and his people, Hezekiah was speaking about what benefited him rather than what benefited his nation. We can see that this king raised a son that exceeded all other kings in wickedness. God commanded Adam and Eve in the Garden to be fruitful and to multiply and to take dominion over the earth. God intended for them to bear godly offspring who would serve Him in righteousness. Therefore, the statement in 2 Kings 20:19 was not a statement of wisdom. 

2 Kings 20:20 And the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and all his might, and how he made a pool, and a conduit, and brought water into the city, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?
2 Kings 20:20 — Scripture Reference- For more of this story, note 

Isaiah 22:11, "Ye made also a ditch between the two walls for the water of the old pool: but ye have not looked unto the maker thereof, neither had respect unto him that fashioned it long ago."

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-26 

2 Kings 21:1-18 — The Reign of Manasseh Over Judah (697-642 B.C.) - 2 Kings 21:1-18 records the account of the reign of Manasseh over Judah. He was considered to be the most wicked king that ever reigned over Judah.

2 Kings 21:7 And he set a graven image of the grove that he had made in the house, of which the LORD said to David, and to Solomon his Song of Solomon , In this house, and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all tribes of Israel, will I put my name for ever:
2 Kings 21:7 — "he set a graven image of the grove that he had made in the house" - Comments- The ASV says, "And he set the graven image of Asherah." Asherah was the Canaanite goddess of fertility, being a deity of Assyrian origin (ISBE). 71] Its symbol was in the form of the tree-trunk or cone of stone, hence the KJV uses the word "the grove" in the place of the name "Asherah," because it follows the LXX and Vulgate translations. The trunk of the tree was often provided with branches, and assumed the form of the tree of life. Manasseh set up an image of this deity in the temple. This image remained in the temple for perhaps sixth years and was not removed until the period of Josiah"s reforms ( 2 Kings 23:6).

71] A. H. Sayce, "Asherah," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

2 Kings 23:6, "And he brought out the grove from the house of the LORD, without Jerusalem, unto the brook Kidron, and burned it at the brook Kidron, and stamped it small to powder, and cast the powder thereof upon the graves of the children of the people."

2 Kings 21:18 And Manasseh slept with his fathers, and was buried in the garden of his own house, in the garden of Uzza: and Amon his son reigned in his stead.
2 Kings 21:19-26 — The Reign of Amon Over Judah (642-640 B.C.) - 2 Kings 21:19-26 records the account of the reign of Amon over Judah.

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-20 

2 Kings 22:1 to 2 Kings 23:30 — The Reign of Josiah Over Judah (640-609 B.C.) - 2 Kings 22:1 to 2 Kings 23:30 records the account of the reign of Josiah over Judah. He was one of the few good kings who reigned over this nation.

2 Kings 22:7 Howbeit there was no reckoning made with them of the money that was delivered into their hand, because they dealt faithfully.
2 Kings 22:7 — Comments- In 1993 I was attending Word of Faith Family Church, Dallas, Texas, pastored by Robert Tilton. In that year, the program 20/20, hosted by Diane Sawyer, aired a documentary on three large churches in Dallas, one being Word of Faith, another was Church on the Rock in Rockwall, Texas, pastored by Larry Lee, and the third church was The Eagle"s Nest. In this documentary, accusations were made about the misuse of large amounts of financial contributions to these churches. This program devastated these churches and forever changed the impact of these three ministers. Later, at home in Panama City, Florida, I was talking with a pastor about this incident. He told me that the Lord quickened this verse in 2Kings to him as a truth that when someone does not deal faithfully with the Lord"s money, then a reckoning will be made. 

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-37 

2 Kings 23:15 Moreover the altar that was at Bethel, and the high place which Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, had made, both that altar and the high place he brake down, and burned the high place, and stamped it small to powder, and burned the grove. 
2 Kings 23:16 And as Josiah turned himself, he spied the sepulchres that were there in the mount, and sent, and took the bones out of the sepulchres, and burned them upon the altar, and polluted it, according to the word of the LORD which the man of God proclaimed, who proclaimed these words.
2 Kings 23:15-16 — Comments - Fulfillment of Prophecy Concerning the Altar of Bethel- The prophecy found in 2 Kings 23:15-16, spoken three hundred years earlier (931 B.C.) ( 1 Kings 13:1-2), was fulfilled during the days of King Josiah (621 B.C.).

1 Kings 13:1-2, "And, behold, there came a man of God out of Judah by the word of the LORD unto Bethel: and Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn incense. And he cried against the altar in the word of the LORD, and said, O altar, altar, thus saith the LORD Behold, a child shall be born unto the house of David, Josiah by name; and upon thee shall he offer the priests of the high places that burn incense upon thee, and men"s bones shall be burnt upon thee."

2 Kings 23:29-30 — Comments- The Battle of Carchemish- A ancient clay tablet in cuneiform text tells, among other things, of the Battle of Carchemish (a famous battle that took place in 605 B.C. where Nebuchadnezzar defeated Pharaoh for world supremacy), the accession to the throne of Nebuchadnezzar II, the Chaldean, and the capture of Jerusalem on the sixteenth day of March, 589 B.C. Regarding this capture, the clay tablet reads:

"Year 7 (598/597 bce): in Kislev the king of Babylonia called out his army and marched to Hattu [Syria/Palestine].﻿ He set his camp against the city of Judah [Ya-a-ḫu-du] and on 2nd Adar 16th March] he took the city and captured the king [Jehoiachin].﻿ He appointed a king [Zedekiah] of his choosing there﻿﻿, took heavy tribute﻿ and returned to Babylon." 72]

72] William W. Hallo and K. Lawson Younger, Jeremiah , Context of Scripture, vol 1 (Leiden; Brill, 2000), In Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004, 468.

2 Kings 23:31-34 — The Reign of Jehoahaz Over Judah (609 B.C.) - 2 Kings 23:31-34 records the account of the reign of Jehoahaz over Judah.

2 Kings 23:35 to 2 Kings 24:7 — The Reign of Jehoiakim Over Judah (609-598 B.C.) - 2 Kings 23:35 to 2 Kings 24:7 records the account of the reign of Jehoiakim over Judah.

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-20 

2 Kings 24:2 — Comments- This era in history was a period of international turmoil, with Babylon and Egypt and Assyria struggling for world power. As a result, many regions of the Near East became unstable because of a loss of control in these areas. This produced roving bands of rebels that found opportunities to exploit its weaker neighbours and bring tremendous fear upon the land. God used these disorganized bands of men to punish His people Israel.

2 Kings 24:8-17 — The Reign of Jehoiachin Over Judah (598-597 B.C.) - 2 Kings 24:8-17 records the account of the reign of Jehoiachin over Judah.

2 Kings 24:8 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem three months. And his mother"s name was Nehushta, the daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem.
2 Kings 24:8 — "Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began to reign" - Word Study on "Jehoiachin" - The name "Jehoiachin" is also contracted to Jeconiah ( 1 Chronicles 3:16) and Coniah ( Jeremiah 22:24).

1 Chronicles 3:16, "And the sons of Jehoiakim: Jeconiah his Song of Solomon , Zedekiah his son."

Jeremiah 22:24, "As I live, saith the LORD, though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah were the signet upon my right hand, yet would I pluck thee thence;"

Comments- We are told in 2 Chronicles 36:9 that Jehoiachin was eight years old when he began to reign, while 2 Kings 24:8 says he was eighteen at this time.

2 Chronicles 36:9, "Jehoiachin was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned three months and ten days in Jerusalem: and he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD."

Note the Hebrew ( בֶּן־שְׁמֹנֶ֨ה עֶשְׂרֵ֤ה שָׁנָה֙) - son of eighteen years.

Note the Hebrew ( בֶּן־שְׁמוֹנֶ֤ה שָׁנִים֙) - son of eight years.

There are several ideas that scholars use to justify this difference in age.

1. Jehoiachin Co-Reigned with His Father- It is possible that Jehoiachin began to co-reign with his father at the tender age of eight, and that he took full leadership at the age of eighteen. However, this is only speculation.

2. Jehoiachin's Reign Began in the Eighth Year of Babylonian Captivity - John Gill refers to John Lightfoot, who suggests that he was eighteen years old when he began to reign, which was the eighth year of the Babylonian captivity based on 2 Kings 24:12. 73] However, this is also speculation.

73] John Gill, 2 Kings , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on 2Kings .

2 Kings 24:12, "And Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out to the king of Babylon, Hebrews , and his mother, and his servants, and his princes, and his officers: and the king of Babylon took him in the eighth year of his reign."

3. A Copyist Error- Many scholars believe that this is a copyist error, this idea being supported by the fact that the ancient Syriac and Arabic versions correct both texts to read "eighteen."

It is not probable that Jehoiachin was eight years old when he began to reign. This is because an eight-year old child would not be considered as doing "that which was evil in the sight of the Lord." ( 2 Kings 24:9), and also because he would not have had wives at this early age, as the Scriptures declare in 2 Kings 24:15.

2 Kings 24:15, "And he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon, and the king"s mother, and the king"s wives, and his officers, and the mighty of the land, those carried he into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon."

2 Kings 24:8 — "and he reigned in Jerusalem three months" - Comments- We see in 2 Chronicles 36:9 that he reigned in Jerusalem three months and ten days.

2 Chronicles 36:9, "Jehoiachin was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned three months and ten days in Jerusalem: and he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD."

Scholars believe that the author of 2Kings was simply rounding off this figure.



Verse 18 

Comparison of the Text of Kings and Jeremiah - This last section in 2 Kings 24:18 to 2 Kings 25:30 is practically identical to Jeremiah 52:1-34. This account in 2Kings is almost a word for word copy of the last chapter of Jeremiah.

2 Kings 24:18 to 2 Kings 25:21 The Reign of Zedekiah Over Judah (597-586 B. C.) - 2 Kings 24:18 to 2 Kings 25:21 records the account of the reign of Zedekiah over Judah.

25 Chapter 25 

Verses 1-30 

2 Kings 25:22-26 — The Governorship of Gedaliah Over Judah (586 B.C.) - 2 Kings 25:22-26 records the account of the governorship of Gedaliah over Judah.

2 Kings 25:27-30 — King Jehoiachin Raised Up Out of Prison - The book of Kings closes with the important note that God's hand was still upon His people because the king of Babylon raised up King Jehoiachin out of prison and placed him above the other kings under his dominion.

